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Lullables the theme of shul s art exhibition

By JANICE ARNOLD
Staff Reporter

On a recent Sunday afternoon the sounds of lullabies in Can-
tonese, Farsi, Icelandic, Mohawk and other languages were heard
at Congregation Dorshei Emet, the Reconstructionist Synagogue.

The multicultural performance was part of “Lullapalooza,” a
celebration of the synagogue’s new Emet Gallery and the inaugu-
ral exhibition, a video-art installation by Israeli Shuli Nachshon
titled Numi, Numi: Collecting Cradle Songs, Connecting Cultures,
which continues until May 22.

The exhibition’s centrepiece is a large video screen on which
is projected a 40-minute collage of people of all ages, men and
‘women, of various ethnicities and languages, singing songs their
mothers sang to them or that they sang to their own children.

Most are not professionals, and some are a little off-key, but
honesty of emotion was what Nachshon was looking for.

Many of the images are on split screens, so a Jewish woman
singing in Hebrew, for example, shares the same tableau with one
’singing in Arabic. Or Yiddish and German can be heard in se-
quence.

‘The message is universal and nostalgic: everyone can relate to
these bedtime melodies, which
bridge the generations and pass
on a culture.

Emet is Hebrew for “truth,”
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however, in the case of the
gallery, it is an acronym for spir-
ituality, ethics and culture — the
three pillars of Judaism as
defined by Reconstructionism’s
founder, the late Rabbi Morde-
cai Kaplan.

The gallery, whose curator is
Evelyn Tauben, will present pho-
tography and multi-media exhi-

bitions by established and emerging artists, not necessarily Jewish
ones, but those whose themes can be viewed “through the Jewish lens.”

The gallery and its related activities are intended as a means of
reaching out to and dialoguing with the broader community, with
public events such as the Lullapalooza.

Besides the presentation of “Lullabies Without Borders™ by
members of Montreal’s cultural groups, as well as the Jewish com-
munity’s own Ashkenazi and Sephardi members, there was a panel
discussion on lullabies as “The Cradle of Culture” with “lullabol-
ogist™ Julia Soto Lebentritt, a New York arts educator who has ded-
icated more than 25 years to preserving the soothing songs.

Works selected for the Emet Gallery will have some edge, but
not be too avant-garde, Tauben said. The idea is to showcase art
that everyone can understand. The gallery is open Wednesdays
from 4 to 8 p.m., and Sundays from 1 to 5 p.m., and by appoint-
ment.

Tauben, 28, is a former Montrealer, now living in Philadelphia,
who recently graduated from Temple University with a master’s
in art history and who works at the Philadelphia Museum of Art.

She says her aim is to “shake things up a little bit” in the Mon-
treal Jewish community through innovative arts programming. Al-
though it was not the intention, the Emet Gallery may go some
‘way to fill the void left by the imminent closing of the Saidye Bronf-
man Centre gallery.

She is also trying to get young people more involved. About
half of the gallery’s volunteer committee are in their 20s and 30s.

Rabbi Ron Aigen conceived such a gallery when the new
Dorshei Emet was built five years ago.

“Our intention was not merely to hang pictures for people to
enjoy. Our goal from the beginning was to engage viewers, includ-
ing people who normally do not attend synagogues, both Jews and
non-Jews, and to create with them a shared language of Jewish
culture,” he said at the vernissage, where the dessert reception ap-
propriately featured milk and cookies.

It has been suggested that
newer “presentational” art, which
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the gallery specializes in, is more
Hebraic and less Hellenistic than tra-
ditional representational art, Rabbi
Aigen noted.

Nachshon, who was born in Morocco in 1951, has been living
in Israel since age four. An earlier version of Numi Numi, the name
of a beloved Hebrew lullaby, was first shown in 2004 at the Janco
Dada Museum in Ein Hod, Tsrael.

She began her search for lullabies in Dusseldorf, Germany, in
2000, curious about the common lullabies of Christians and Jews
prior to World War I1. Since then, she has continued collecting lull-
abies from around the world and was in Montreal last year with
her video camera.

“My search for lullabies was accompanied by a sense of
longing,” she explained. “I wanted to find a certain sound, a lost
voice, to be touched by a piece of something universal.”

She calls Numi, Numi “a wall of peace.”

Her goal was not to document mothers lulling babies to sleep,
but to capture the happy and sometimes sad emotions of adults, as
shown in their voices, faces and sometimes hands as they recol-
lect these soothing songs.

People who would like to record their own favourite lullabies
can do so at the “Lullabooth” at the synagogue. They may appear
in a future version of Numi, Numi.

Two more exhibition-related programs are scheduled. On May
13, a Mother’s Day concert will be held at 7:30 p.m. (gallery opens
at 6:30) in collaboration with KlezKanada. The mother-and-child
duos of Adrienne Cooper and Sarah Gordon of New York, and
Abby Rosenblatt of Montreal and Jason Rosenblatt, now living in
Philadelphia, will perform lullabies and other Jewish songs about
parents and children.

On May 22, the day the exhibition closes, Joyce Antler, author
of You Never Call! You Never Write! A History of the Jewish Mother,
delivers the Ruth Richler Memorial Lecture at 8:30 p.m. Her topic
is “The Values that Mothers Pass On: Debunking Stereotypes of
the Jewish Mother.” The gallery opens at 4 p.m. that day.

For more information, visit www.emetgallery.org, or call 486-
9400.

Mothers have their children s
best interest at heart

By ELAINE COHEN
Supplements Co-ordinator

others the world over are famous for
their aphorisms. “Do they learn these in
others’ training camp?” quips Amer-

ican author Alicia Alvrez in her pocket-sized mono-
The book is filled with proverbs

favourite of former British prime minister Mar-
garet Thatcher — “If you want something said, ask
a man; if you want something done, ask a woman.”

In Chapter 3, “Succeeding on Life’s Highways
and Byways,” Deborah Grossman contributes her
mother, Goldie W. Chavenson’s advisory — “Find
out what the kids want and give it to them. Finding
out what they want is the hard part””



[image: image2.png]



